
 

Monday March 10,2025 7:00pm 
West Meadows Ice Arena 

 
Board Members in Attendance (*denotes absence) 

 
 

John Dunne* 
Scott Gaffney 

Anthony Friorito 
Todd Permut 
Dan Zaloudek 

 

Brad Baumruck 
Sam Cebulski 

Erika Greenen* 
Geoff Schlender* 

Brett Straley 

Mark Bialko  
Brian Fisher 

Craig Welker* 
Carl Sassolino  

 

   
 

Referee-in-Chief: Brad Baumruck 
 
District RIC: Tim Richter* 
 
Call to order - 7:01pm by Fisher  
 
AGENDA 
 

• Approve January Minutes 

o Motion by Fiorito, second by Zaloudek 

• Financials (Schlender) 

o Tabled until next meeting 

▪ Clarity needed on some line items 

o Discussion regarding 2025-2026 financials around tournament payments 

to officials – specific to 2-1 system pilot 

• AHAI report (Fisher on behalf of Dunne) 

o Tier 1 last weekend, Tier2 this past weekend, HS next weekend, Girls 

districts next weekend in Glenview & Boys districts in St. Louis 

• RIC Report (Baumruck) 

o Districts this upcoming weekend 

o Minimal travelers for districts for both Boys and Girls 

o USA Hockey is having DRIC’s do investigations on physical assaults on 

officials going forward 

• Registration (Fiorito) 



o Final numbers: 1455 paid IHOA officials – down 7% from 2023-2024 

season 

▪ 529 level 1’s 

▪ 255 level 2’s 

▪ 334 level 3’s 

▪ 337 level 4’s (up from last year) 

o 2025-2026 registration opens April 1 however there is no update from 

USAH yet in what seminar requirements look like 

• Seminars (Fisher) 

o Cannot start planning until we have updates from USAH on what the 

seminar requirements are 

• PED (Straley) 

o 10 official PEDs, very few unofficial PEDs 

o Slowed down as the season is wrapping up 

o Recurring theme throughout the year – lack of rule knowledge, 

accountability, discipline 

• R&E (Permut) 

o 2 reports 

▪ Substance abuse issue 

• Action taken 

▪ Egregious verbal abuse 

• This was unsubstantiated 

• Peer Review (Sassolino on behalf of Welker) 

o Nothing to report 

• Communications (Gaffney) 

o Website – rule change updates will be added soon 

o Instagram 

▪ Will add posts for IHOA officials working national tournaments 

▪ Fisher is working on getting photos from Steel event to add to the 

Instagram page 

o Newsletters 

▪ 6 newsletters sent out this season this far 

▪ April, May and mid-summer will be the remaining planned for this 

year 

o Add mentor feedback to the newsletters throughout the season 

• Mentoring (Zaloudek) 

o 87 level 1’s requested mentoring over 155 games  

▪ 88% coverage 

▪ Overall numbers are down about 20% from last year 

o Will add more information to the newsletters for next season 

• Nominating (Fisher) 

o Annual meeting & election May 12th 

▪ Need to send notice at least 30 days in advance to the organization 

o Looking at options on where to host – Marriott Naperville, All Seasons, Mt 

Prospect 



▪ Primarily look at Mt Prospect as seminar turnout is usually high 

here – Baumruck will reach out 

o Sassolino will lead committee 

▪ Up for Re-Election: Dunne, Gaffney, Permut, Fiorito, Zaloudek  

• Scholarship (Gaffney on behalf of Schlender) 

o IHOA & Ben Allison scholarships available 

• ADP (Baumruck) 

o Will be in-person in the future with option for Zoom 

o Looking at getting ice for sessions (waiting on updates from USAH) 

▪ 4 ice sessions last year 

o Planning on evaluating mid-level officials throughout the season 

o Scoping out if ADP officials should be required to mentor 

• 2/1 update (Baumruck) 

o Pilot is approved for next season – 25% of games 

o Lots of excitement surrounding the system; many more organizations are 

asking to use this season 

o Report provided to USAH 

▪ Will also provide reports to HS council and potentially youth & 

coaching councils 

• Chicago Steel event March 7th- Recap (Fisher) 

o 8 HOFs plus their families 

▪ Introduced the referees and not the players 

▪ Ceremonial puck drop by an official 

o Overall good experience 

• State Championships – Recap (Fisher) 

o 570 games so far – 5 championships this weekend at the UC 

• By-Laws (Fisher) 

o Updates may be coming; portions rewritten 

 

Future Events: Next board meeting: May 12th, Location TBD 

Adjournment: 8:25pm by Fisher, 2nd by Sassolino 

Minutes taken by: Cebulski 

 


