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Rules and Ethics Committee 

The Rules and Ethics (R&E) Committee in Illinois serves to oversee and enforce ethical standards 

and conduct among officials within the amateur hockey community. Its primary purpose is to 

ensure adherence to the organization's Constitution and By-Laws, thus upholding the integrity of 

the sport during officiating and related activities. This committee is responsible for hearing and 

ruling on complaints regarding officials, as well as taking appropriate action against any member 

found in violation of the Constitution and By-Laws or engaging in conduct detrimental to amateur 

hockey. 

HOW DOES R&E WORK? 

• IHOA receives information about an official or officials through various channels: 

a. submissions made via the "Evaluate an Official" section of the IHOA website,  

b. emails sent to various board members or prominent members of IHOA, or information 

forwarded by AHAI, another affiliate, league, other officials, or administrators.  

c. violations of Rules and Ethics that may have previously fallen under the Performance, 

Education, and Development umbrella require further review. 

• An IHOA R&E Committee member will be assigned to each case to review: 

o available video footage, which may be submitted directly from a personal device or 

obtained via services like LiveBarn or a team's recording, 

o and, Conduct interviews with the official(s) in question and their partner(s), 

o and, Consult with as many others involved in the situation as practical, including 

league administrators or coaching staffs. 

• Once it is determined that a(n) official(s)’s action or behavior that contravenes the 

Constitution and By-Laws of the organization or constitutes conduct detrimental to amateur 

hockey a committee consisting of three members. The Chairman, who is a member of the 

Board of Directors, leads the committee. However, the President of IHOA is excluded from 

being part of this committee. 

• Through this committee, which will meet with the offender with a 7-day notice, they have the 

ability to (USA Hockey by-laws): 

o Suspend an official for up to 10 days without a prior hearing, 

▪ The committee determines the appropriate suspension to the local Illinois 

assignors, 

▪ In situations that do not need a hearing, verbal warnings and 

recommendations may be made to the local Illinois assignors, 

o A written statement of appeal must be submitted within fourteen (14) days of receipt 

of decision. 
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